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Japanese Hanafuda Patterns and four seasons

Kim, Jung-Mi

Animals and plants representative for each month of a year are well arranged into the pictures of Hanafuda.  It is not clear 
whom Hanafuda was made by, but scenery and customs on Hanafuda show Japanese emotion and idea on four seasons.  

The selection of such scenery and customs seems to be basically influenced by the classic poetry of Mangyoshyu, Kokinshyu, 
New Kokinshyu and Hyakyuninitshyu.  

This essay proves that Hanafuda is not simple tool for gambling and entertainment but was made in terms of education and 
enlightenment. 

The scenery and customs of Hanafuda not only show Japanese emotion for four seasons but also are a kind of cultural code 
for geographical and cultural environment of Japanese. The combination of scenery and customs of Hanafuda is not made separately
but well connected.




