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Editorials on the Army in Jijishinpo from 1882 to 1898

Hirayama, Yo

The following is an overview of the editorials on the Army in “Jiji Shinpo” during the Fukuzawa Healthy Period (1882-1898).

(1) There are 94 editorials for 119 days in “Jiji Shinpo” during the Fukuzawa sound period. This corresponds to approximately
2.2% of all editorials during the same period (5338 issues in total).

(2) Tt is divided into 7 periods according to the change in tone. The frequency of publication is average except during the
Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895).

(3) There is a very large deviation in the recording status of the complete works. Editorials on the Army from 1886 to
1893 are not included in the complete works.

(4) It was Fukuzawa himself who drafted the editorial from 1886 to 1893. Ishikawa Mikiaki did not include the editorials
of that period in the complete works.

(5) The editorials referred to as evidence of Fukuzawa’s imperialist ambitions are limited to those published in 1885 after
the Gapsin Coup change or in 1894 after the start of the Sino-Japanese War.

(6) Even in the editorials on the Army, which are not included in the complete works, no editorials that suggest imperialistic
ambitions have been found.

(7) The tone of “Jiji Shinpo” before the Sino-Japanese War was that the scale of the army and navy should be reduced
due to the tight financial situation.

(8) It is true that Jiji Shinpo praised the war after the start of the Sino-Japanese War in July 1894, but Fukuzawa personally
conducted only fund-raising activities to raise war expenses.

(9) The editorials on the Army after the Sino-Japanese War, like the editorials on the Navy, advocate a large-scale arms
race, but there is no evidence that Fukuzawa was involved in them.



