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On the Changing to One Syllable in Sino-Korean
—mainly on the First and Second Rhymes -

Lee, Kyong—Chul

In this paper, I researched how first thymes and second rhymes reflected to Sino-Korean mainly focused on the changing
to one syllable. The study results are summarized as follows.

1) The /V@/ structure in Ancient Chinese was reflected /VJ/ in Sino-Korean and the /VZC/ in Ancient Chinese was reflected
/VIC/ in Sino-Korean.

2) In the /Vu/ structure of Ancient Chinese, The /aw/ and:/aw/ was changed to one syllable /o/ and the /aw was changed
to one syllable /jo/ in Sino-Korean.

3) The /Vi/ structure in Ancient Chinese was reflected /Vi/ in Sino-Korean.

4) The /oi/ in Ancient Chinese was changed to one syllable /o/ or /i/ in Sino-Korean.

5) The /wV/ in Ancient Chinese was changed to /oV/ or /uV/ in Sino-Korean by vowel harmony.

6) The open syllable /ei/ became to /oi/ on closed syllable and the open syllable /ii/ became to /ui/ on closed syllable in
Sino-Korean,

7) The vowel shift do not occurred in Middle Korean because vowel structure of Sino-Korea is not different with vowel
structure of Modem Korean.



