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Authentic travel motives embodied in Endo Shusaku’s novel "Deep River;

Byun, Chan-Bok

The purpose of this study was to find out authentic travel motives embodied in Endo Shusaku’s "Deep Rivers. To do this
end, the philosophies relevant to authenticity were studies and authentic travel was temporarily defined. It was analyzed how
four travelers and characters healed their senses of loss, wounded mind and how they experienced authenticity, which consequently
led to ontological conversion. The author analyzed travelers’ not only psychological resistance to their inauthentic lives before
travel but also the sublime experience and spiritual growth after travel. The travelers experienced the extremely puzzled scenery
such as the dead and the living, cleanliness and insanitation, bodies and excreta, beggars and tourists, the fallen and the
carrier who take the fallen to crematorium. The study found that they recalled their own shadows which had been concealed
in the deep unconsciousness and finally experienced the sublime and the spiritual growth. In addition, the goddess Chamunda
who had extremely ugly appearance made the travelers recall nightmare like memories. However, it consequently led to their
experiences of spirituality and sublimity.



