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A comparative study on traditional Archery of Korea and Japan
- Focus on Pyeonjeon(}7#7) and Kudaya(&5%) -

Lee, Heon-Jung

Pyeonjeon is a unique type of arrow. In order to shoot it, one needs to put short arrow-the pyeonjeon into a pipe. In Korea,
there are various records regarding this unique arrow, making it available to study on its origin and historical significance.
However, in case of specific archery method, no detailed records exist nor any remains are transmitted from the past.

In case of Japan, there existed similar type of arrow which is called as Kudaya. However, there are only few records related
to Kudaya, making it difficult to research into it. In addition, the existence of Kudaya is obscure, since Kudaya is mainly transmitted
down by words, and the form of Kudaya in those words is rather ‘a separative arrow’ than ‘an arrow in the pipe’, In this
situation where we lack historical materials, the book Shinmei husinyuminosyo explains the archery method of Kudaya by pictures
and writings. This will surely suggest clues to explain the archery method of Korean Pyeonjeon. By comparing Pyeonjeon with
Shinmei husinyuminosyo, we figured out that the difference of Pyeonjeon and Shinmei husinyuminosyo lies in the direction
of fletchings, when the arrow is put into a pipe and strung by the bowstring.





