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The Relationship Between Citizens and the Media in Relation to
Solving Local Problems
- Proposing of a New Concept of Journalism -

Yuji, Takeuchi -Matsui, Tokuji

Due to frequent scandals and the expansion of Internet media, since 2000 the dignity of mass media, referred to as the “fourth
power,” has gradually diminished. This seems to have reduced trust in the press. In the future, even if the Internet society
continues to develop, the significance of mass media will be jeopardized unless the function of journalism, which is a symbol
of its majesty, is maintained. Under such circumstances, mass media continues to search for its future. As one of the directions,
we began to focus on solving regional issues such as population decline and business decline due to the declining birthrate
and aging population. However, mass media does not take a deep look at the deep-rooted regional challenges of rural areas.
In rural areas, there are civic groups that work to solve local problems. Civic groups and the mass media have different journalism
functions in different positions and activities. In order to carry out activities using the new concept of journalism in future
regional development, it is possible to accept the “constructive journalism” that has been advocated in previous research. In
addition, in order to develop more functional and concrete activities, mass media and civil society must play a central role,
and if industry, government, and the private sector that make up the local community do not cooperate, it can be said that
the results of the activities to solve local problems cannot be obtained. Therefore, as the conclusion of this paper, we propose
“(problem-solving) constructive collaborative journalism” that adds the concept of “‘Cooperation” as a new approach to journalism
in regional development.



