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The Great Earthquake in the Northeastern Part of Japan since Modern Times
and the Role of Japanese Modern Literature

Cho, Mee-Kyoung

This paper analyzes the literary works that symbolize the tsunami disaster in the northeastern part of Japan, which occurred
in a similar pattern to 3.11 East Japan great earthquake disaster. Particularly, 1 examined the novel “Sanriku Tsunami( =FZ&H55)”
of Tokuhei Suchi and the “Sanriku Coast Giant Tsunami( =& IHE)” of Akira Yoshimura, which symbolize both the
Meiji Sanriku Tsunami, the Showa Sanriku Tsunami and the Chilean Earthquake Tsunami. So I tried to clarify the location
and meaning of the disaster literature as the record literature.

In fact, literary works depicting natural disasters in the northeastern part of Japan focused on tsunamis, and often portrayed
the horrors of the tsunami, the terrible damage, and bitterness. Among them, “Sanriku Tsunami” and “Sanriku Coast Giant
Tsunami” were intended to present a lesson that huge natural disasters are repeated in the northeastern region, and that large
tsunamis must come again. Nevertheless, the 2011 East Japan Earthquake did not take all these warnings and lessons. ‘Disaster
literature® has various roles and functions. However, as can be seen from “‘Sanriku Tsunami” and “‘Sanriku Coast Giant Tsunami”,
disaster literatures can record memories of disasters and offer lessons for disaster preparedness. This is the role and significance
of disaster literature.





