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韓國語와 日本語의 一字 漢字語에 관한 考察
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Some Considerations on one Chinese-character Words of 

Korean and Japanese

Shin, Min-Chul

In this paper, the analysis was carried out in detail to find out each characteristics of Korean and Japanese in one Chinese-character 
Words. As a result, there are numeral, words representing unit or section, prefix, suffix, etc. Chinese-derived words in both 
Korean and Japanese language. Also there are technical terms related with Buddhism, mathematics, biology, words representing 
evaluation grade, words related with Yin-Yang School, etc. And also we confirmed that one Chinese-character Word tends to 
come into existence from antonym, synonym, etc.

Meanwhile, many of one Chinese-character words only in Korean have original Japanese as its counterparts. It is the result 
that original Korean words were forced to lose power under the influence of Chinese words. And then, some Korean counterparts 
of one Chinese-character words only in Japanese are words representing family name, abbreviation, technical terms related with 
Buddhism or mathematics, etc. But, several words already has become obsolete. Some other one Chinese-character words only 
in Japanese are found in etymons of ‘- (hada)’. The rest are Japanese indigenous words. In comparison with Korean language, 
there are more one Chinese-character words in Japanese language. It is considered to have something to do with Japanese reading
of Chinese Classics and syllable structure.




