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Bare Life and Political Collapse
- The Seven and Five Decades Lost after World War 1I -

This paper is intended to answer four particular questions. First, what has Japan learned and gained since its defeat in World
War I, and what has it lost? Second, did Japan manage to establish favorable international relations in the postwar years, particularly
in normalizing diplomatic relations with South Korea? To put it differently, has Japan made efforts to achieve peace domestically
and internationally and realized legal justice? Third, does Japanese society enjoy a qualified life (the English term for the Greek
bios)? Fourth, can the science and technology being promoted in Japanese society today guarantee a right to hope as appropriate
for the qualified lives of people in Japan and beyond?

My answers to these questions are all negative. First, Japan today lacks the democratic governance needed to serve the purpose
of its pacifist constitution. The Japanese people have lost democracy and state governance based on constitutionalism, which
they had worked so tirelessly to realize. Second, Japan-South Korea relations plunged to a new low as Japan marked the 70th
anniversary of the end of World War II and the 50th anniversary of the normalization of diplomatic relations with South Korea.
Third, Japan’s political scene is on the verge of collapse, exposing a state of bare life (the English term for the Greek zoe).
Fourth, Japan has lost the trust of the international community (except the U.S.) as manifested by various countries’ responses
to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s August 14 statement on the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. The nation is increasingly
isolating itself from others in East Asia. How can Japan avoid the road to political collapse, recover what its people have lost,
and regain the confidence of neighboring countries?

This paper discusses these pressing issues. First, I will elucidate, in consideration of life’s ambiguities, the political issues
Japan has faced since the fundamental policy change of July 1, 2015, when the Shinzo Abe administration made a Cabinet
decision to allow exercise of the right to collective defense. Second, I will discuss the pending collapse of today’s politics
and various aspects of the resulting bare life. Third, I will highlight the significance of a qualified life as a way of examining
an ideal political world, as opposed to the state of bare life exposed by Japan’s political malaise as symbolized by the fundamental
policy change of July 1. Fourth, I will clarify how, under the influence of political collapse, the method of conflict resolution
pursued by the Shinzo Abe administration will promote the use of autonomous weapons, and how the bare life concept could
endanger qualified life as a consequence of the policy change. Lastly, I will outline the pros and cons of American exceptionalism,
which played a part in Japan’s postwar political collapse, and propose a direction to be taken toward a bright future.





