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The constituting principle of the emperor-as-a-symbol system,
and the feature of a Japanese memory community

This paper tended to analyze the relevance of the emperor-as-a-symbol system of present age Japan, and collective memory,
and tended to examine the feature of the community of the memory in Japanese society. Since the emperor-as-a-symbol system’s
functioning considering the constitution as the legal basis especially and the Tenno system were functioning not only as mere
symbolism but as institutional equipment, it became clear that collective memory could be carried. Therefore, the
emperor-as-a-symbol system works as a constituting principle of the memory community of present age Japan, and, moreover,
can cause a conservative swing. Thus, probably, the emperor-as-a-symbol system of present age Japan should be cautious of
constituting new collective memory.





