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Korea—Japan Relations from the Perspective of Global Citizenship Education

The year 2015 is the year of “Post war 70th” and “Japan and Korea diplomatic normalization 50th”, and was expected to
be the year of great opportunity to promote Korea-Japan friendship and cooperation. However, the “Abe Statement” announced
on August 14th of this year was a great disappointment for this expectation. The Abe Administration’s conservative movement
has stimulated Korean’s anti-Japan feeling against Japan and enhanced Korean nationalism leading to adverse influence on the
media of both Korea and Japan.

In creating peace in Eastern Asia, it is very important that the citizens of Korea and Japan face the past to settle, make
peace, and remember the history to create the future together, while the youth work together to solve various problems in the
world leading to the development of friendly relationship between the two nations. What is important as of now is not the
narrow minded nationalism, but the exchange between the citizens beyond each nation. This is also the reason why ‘East Asia
Citizenship Education’ and ‘Global Citizenship Education’ are attracting attention recently.

From this perspective, this paper examines Japanese government’s insincere attitude, refusing to learn from the past, as the
“the second crime”, and then suggests few educational problems in which both Korean and Japanese citizens should solve together
from the perspective of Global Citizenship Education.





