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Geopolitical Games and Critical Review of Japanese Security Policy

-Focusing on the Security Policy of the Second Abe Administration-

Kim, Seung-Hyun

What changes the security policy of the second abe administration and exacerbates tension in Northeast Asia? Previous studies 
on this were mainly based on a realistic perspective or focusing on the domestic politics in Japan. These studies, however, 
can not analyze the ‘geopolitical game’ between the two countries. In order to verify the game, the relationship between the 
geopolitical logic of the U.S.-Japan alliance and Japan’s security policy should be analyzed.

‘The Armitage-Nye Report’, published in 2012, argued that democratic countries should cooperate in order to prepare the 
rise of China. Abe administration, inaugurated in 2012, restarted discussion about Japan’s multilateral cooperation at  the ‘Report 
of the Advisory Panel on Reconstruction of the Legal Basis for Security’. Based on the above, Tokyo decided to reinterpret 
the ‘Article 9’ of Japan’s constitution to use Japan’s right to collective self-defense conditionally, and the Legislation for Peace 
and Security was also passed in 2015.

The legislation for Peace and Security resolved following restrictions on Japan’s security policy. First of all, by adding the 
concept ‘Important Influence Situation( )’, SDF can determine whether to respond based on the nature of the case, 
regardless of the region. Secondly, ‘Survival Crisis Situation( )’ made it possible to respond armed attacks on 
the U.S. and other countries closely related with Japan. 

Based on the above discussion, the significance of the change in the security policy of the Abe administration is as follows. 
First thing is that the change in Abe cabinet is a shift towards multilateral cooperation. Secondly, ‘democracy’ exists at the 
basis of the cooperation. This democratic-based cooperation is excluding and segregating China, and consequently exacerbating 
the security dilemma in Northeast Asia. Therefore Japan should quit this chicken game as soon as possible. 




