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A study on the origin and process of compound auxiliary verb ‘-nichigainai’

The purpose of this study is to examine the origin and process of compound auxiliary verb ‘-nichigainai.” As a result of
examining recorded Japanese literature, I found that ‘-nichigainai’ first appeared in “Gotaiheikisiraisibanasi” published in 1780.
The form of the compound auxiliary verb ‘-nichigainai® was transformed over time from ‘-nitagahanu,” ‘-nitagahukotonasi’ and
‘-nitagahazu.” ‘-nichihanai’ was widely used than ‘-nichigainai’ during the Edo period. Also, ‘-nichigainai’ was often used in
Japanese classical texts as a spoken language unlike contemporary Japanese language. Moreover, ‘-nichigainai and ‘-hamachigainai’
appeared in newspapers from 1874 to 1989. During this period, ‘-nichigainai’ was commonly used as a subjective expression,
while ‘-hamachigainai’ was mainly used as an objective expression.





