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The Concealment policy of Ryukyu kingdom and repatriation of Chosun Castaway

This paper conclusively affirms that the Ryukyu Kingdom’s dichotomous and simultaneous adoption of both China’s political
system and Japan’s government system is to be seen as a “historical idiosyncrasy” characteristic of that Kingdom. Through
the example of the repatriation of Chosun castaways who landed in Ryukyu in 1733 to China, this paper seeks to reveal how
this dual system adopted by the Ryukyu Kingdom impacted international relations throughout Far-East Asia.

Moreover, this paper shows how this dual system led to the Ryukyu Kingdom’s concealment policy of Japan through an
examination of how the castaways, confined in the Tomari, were absolutely restricted from exposure to Japanese traditions and
how those accompanying the castaways to China were strictly forbidden to mention Japanese traditions to the castaways.

Finally, this paper explores the reasons behind the Ryukyu Kingdom’s concealment policy concerning Japan and reaches the
conclusion that Japan itself had been, in fact, aware of such fiction.





