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Social Change of Chojeong Mineral Water in Japanese Colonial Era
- Focused on Industry and Property —

Chojeong mineral water has a significant meaning in the history of Korea’s modermn water industry. Chojeong mineral water
formed the basis of modern water industry in the period of Japanese colonization and became one of the world’s three mineral
water. It is not identified how the development has been made. As the first study to examine the development process and
characteristics of modern water industry, this study aimed to investigate the social change of Chojeong mineral water focused
on industry and ownership. The result showed four important points as follows.

1. It was found that the ownership of Chojeong mineral water was transferred to Japan in 1907 and carbonated water production
plant was established and commenced on August 1921. In addition, the plant became a property of Lee Wang-jik in 1939.

2. It is known that Chojeong mineral water has developed by a company, but in fact the beverage industry has developed
by three companies, Nakahara Natural Carbonated Water Cooperation, Shibata Carbonated Water Place and Chungbuk Natural
Carbonated Cooperation which is located in Kobayashi. It was found that these companies have developed on the basis
of three sources including Ist, 2nd and 3rd water supply sources.

3. Through unique manufacturing methods of combining natural carbonated water and natural gas and scientific analysis of
the components of Chojeong mineral water, world’s famous product was developed in the field of beverage industry. In
addition, packages (event for Buddhist all souls’ day) connecting carbonated water place with Chungbuk line (Naesu station)
were developed and this led the beverage industry to be a place with regional characteristics, not just a industry.

4. That is, a new beverage industry begun in the period of Japanese colonization is growing into a major industry based
on the connection of unique manufacturing methods and scientific analysis of components and the combination of region
and industry. Therefore, the spatial range of the development is not limited to the three water supply sources and plants
beverages manufactured. As streets and villages are developed through local festivals and the Chungbuk line (Naesu station)
acted as means of distribution of beverage industry and transportation, a large placeness of Chojeong is formed.





